

mX Um«i mylato i ' ■ 
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fit to *v>tok M «r yaw ton to totrito O tMa ai wi iat to o»U««* *• 

to nnrUto, toM y*-a Mlt aw toMt % tolas at#a* toat toat 


«r. mart U 


far. 


Tto an in tolas Mat a natoa—4 @*yy to **• tiuNrlfl at to# aal 
rmHln toat toUasa 4*1 ttoaa ty to* MglslaUw O to attti? mt totem*. 

to itMfilii toa (Mt tot yaa. ar* aa irratta aa toll. K» w »i» tolAaa* 
that jn tUlt lata ulini Hi m ato a taa. U tot to tna, It la 
aftoa msare m rssvxm - «* #i« *t«i **»u*ity m *•** « 
atotoaa yaa atlU w*t tot atolit U torylaa*. 

»T 

r«ay taaly yoaaa* 


T9* Oatoatnl Stawt. aaittaaaa. tortl *. USA. 

Saar to. tolyyla* 

to a**U«l*a U * ton y*«a aaoa m a t ***» *l*«at*r» Is way toa* 


taw yartaar* *f 
•rlyt *f to avlAaaa# 
Owalttoa. Sa far, 


toa** *f tops* 
•aa «4»laaVl Cm 
, It toa a*^ n 


ST mr* tot j*» aaaa ttoa wartUs m a 
mnalto CaU««a tafcaa tofar* to* M*lal*%l«* 


t&aaaraly 

a. I* 

tyeaatlaally Ul«ltl«l 

mm i » 


torrcug 


urn* 


to toll tia* yaw C w wawU tt SeUas* tomato toa 
tt via* s*a «#% toe amatol art taw ayiaito «K «to to »• 

ttlt Mtff U tto aalla. tt*l tot mto. 

1—t I taaa ar a t f a tort to tto. tot • • 

It aay totonat yat to ftto to l« tom’t y«*J teat 
mite tota 4«UUa* faaa tto T*JU U. to. I. to to* 


V*/» 


ttoaaw status 



(ifs/ Cc^y posS/L/e^ I 

i wnrr-fe-. -wiaaaw 'j i j ■ iff 






































TO4 gatto4jr*I #%,, to**itor** J&HI 11/M 

tec Ite, ruippla » 

Weak* *«ry aaafc f er j-mr rnmrnd «H. ft* mt«a*« m»to* «#KT »f *to **** *#*tast 
9 »U«c* mum i* y«rt*K*y aa* I tow ?•** l* with tto (mttrt isi«r»«'%» 

» to *^*1U4 «« ti#«**ar t»* knttoaa tow tme e»Xltf «C tet ri tort ac «to *4M*4 
fnwflil#* *f faislaati** 1M* »sr1*wat*r* ktUMft 4 fttHMft ttot l% wa* toktoto that* 
wttt tMy mmm la, «»4 Mm* 4m ttoir ir*-*** 8»>a4tor« toaem *wwr* at it to* »toto 
i MMMity «M ItNlii ato MR* *4, 

*art*a*iF * *•* a* 4sa#ir ia met m*fit*» ftoy •*£* a UttW «■>*•** am* «to 
RI i u toto Du 3*11 awar k* *vu to «awr* **? wh*to**i*i mRr at 

to Ow M Mfct «*» 

Siatsaraly jwr*, 
a* Sm RMwkea 


U«sH toak, lyyti i»tt, 1939 . 

Rtf ar* tomkto « 

* year iatu »f to* au, mua m* taito al»wr. Jte* I i»u that r«tf 
itiMltit m« toa «Ml tUfitvM w uet fto ea the Vmk* af tto treat, rattor Uu 
«« ta awak *t tn RMitul «itt*aa« - aamtrt ># 7 » « atoa* toiah ttolr ilrttr 
toatif i* 4 « 4 Xwae o'toark. yy. 

U«M Hat* *f *9 **i*l UUnil t» r»*. r»* till tit aatoiiawtly tor* 
tottor y*t tti tf SetM ta m*>U m tittr *« rrmt Um» #f *tto ifttotor 

ttoy a*»iaa *jmi iuu limit I mm m* torn *itm<iU| *«u#r* 4 * **t 
tRf tfMtm ***** tot* toa* ml ml tf *> *t«*y Utowl* atottia* *H»*aa* rM**f ,tiM 
t« m a t»«ryt at a Ink eaHa* *Sm»W 4 j la twit," *? »♦!»* 11**%*. 

OnwmmIU CaU««t Mfi tat its * story WiaUt** »*l«t toto-**.* *ui «*aU 
mm I* yU«c It rUtt *»n year mi *iUy. »i iU»U it* «m**r*Uy m toa inut 

l« 4 « IR «MTT «Htl *Rlt «Ui»V»* It* •uyytrt *t IWtMiit *t ft*l»* t* 

tola lUtf tRtiit caatowmaUfc ?eU*y*. *to *H«r»U» »r» «*t «ae» iittmui ti * 
ilffci litnM MMOMltt 0 »u*a* *M ta MRr«^«r»yy*M, •« «a* *Ui, «** maliay 
flaatart mi Um *UMr.' 

ntMuarulHi nmtlr iifUii it* man t* >n tyrt«« * 2-50 i it* ***t «*4 
iwi lU tf it* It U • **ty lUttf wr t« iyUti the M*» eat um tytrlal i*.W 

tar f *M»*iiitt , » w»m. 

TtM ««th*r teiMR• t* ito Mto a*M CU» ta Ctiee«* eat that « 1 «* t*at«v«a kis * 
Ratal MR t«l *t(M »* uyiiR its UU^t at um |*UmUm at that Mat; 


Attar )M Rfi raa 4 •totototy ta R*t».* r*a «U»» •«» r»* •** ♦**« aito* a* 
*aat a* t* MMttor jaa iliU mat to lavkta 5 imm»r 1I» oailaya ta mm ta mr$l aaa* 

m atm tom f!«tf at »lm. ft* **1 *mIri ***»*• to* ato y*t *»***« *a* * 
tom m amritt U« «IU0 Milt mlaam jw aatrtaaJati*»* 

. tiaaarait jrawr*, 

tomai Wlyy I* 

































fe Sill 
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”,Z 5 way***”? * 

n;r rr'iSS^: ?«?» ^.iVE^S/ss-g, 

(iUmi i* **w» mm * *?* *_» »_ ia&«ii« ww—t— iiw 

u taum «i *•«** «•»•*** 

«v !*«**» * tt~r !!*?£ ft* 1»M* 

«r 

ftv* fMM* 


%«r* Nn MrtMvly 

is ^ (M, i t*n *■ 
WH*«WI»«, U*»U***»iiy 


*_* v* y« ji 


J9«u lio *1 

V . J . t » .*»- N- 



tttot l*» 


ts*f «iU *•« •*•* * 
,» i»«t «m artWrtJU* 
u»* vm^mn&m. 



U4 ft«t Wmtt «i«*l 
jAWJUb &*mm* 

ipU »Mk. l»«- 


kMt 8?fia« a* «■»*•• «f »> £•!»•«• 

MW*U U MWlU »«1« *« WWM. ®* t *L51 * 

tttH, iMttt« «U1 «m mmmXi— «l •« l»»« ** u **" 


■Urttac 
f p«» 
4 *i#» 


ahmt tii ttt 
UqprlX KMJI 


Mf u* liMUlwriii* •» 


it* Ml tftmm* 

• mmAl fim M* ** 
*» W&# M 

I%» ■ ® v .• *-•** > 


•MM 4*«&»*** - ^ 
. *1# >wtt » 

—- a! ] 


*1 ••*' 




’ i 




'■-' ■ .'..= '■'•'■-%;>-si j..r/ : - ..^V- .-:V„, ■• 


o<4. 
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StaU* toUTcnn 41 ! 1 ! 1 .! 1 ^ IWhvnu UU Ihi w tte IM1U4 ' ‘ ? 

l&il pfc 89#4 lAffiv MMuia %« a _ t *. 

«.«. «*,»,—.,~rs 

•M «U»lUi!"n 2 •?n* 2 r‘r?r*.’I* *?*• ^ *•“» 

i» »jw»*itogr th* wt«te»s *t uii mi lit* u«, w ® *“ J- 


*jyU*4 « ym *U#4 

i!!**?!'?* 4 ***' »*" torltaU*. «ltto«S tv ^.um .. .. 

il»k toll*** t» tM nt s «4 vttbMt_. . ** r ** *• "*** 

mu m wfi ^ ^ **"**«*• «r «tet ** 


t*t to»* 


»**» •*»!!«* ftu r«ii iiunt it it mi. 


rw:^' zsrss,*n •-t.rr.r^.s.rju. 
-s, , s seme «* -•«. 


to*, «r 


t «t «wiy m 
991433 tomi 


i. fc. mem 
’W tottoMtm nnrt 

kltton 


»r i. UJS 


•Jttoto - 


toruu TMU****'• ** m - r *- *»■ •HiHi- 

•r tor layU«tt»a mi *. !i? "* •»•*•»* «*• itrnt 

— 4 ^ „ .y**,7* ***»M»to af U« UUihi Swl«. it h»i *11 *{ sts 

Sv^tfSLS tLWu.tSS^S 

S 2 *^ 2 srs. a r^^rsuisisH" “Sl 2 ^* 

£l£L* * **“ “ tt ‘ ««* •*** *r .atoa r.r .15 P U f*"to 


•■>3 


Hp* 

iH 






































u- -* ■ 





jsJLr 

* to..*-*-* - ■'•*•■' ^V. . '*.■:■ 


W^F'S^ 



» * **’**?' s ^* ? 



• -;. ' . ,:i.;*j * 


4 * far ttoi* famitotla*, atora Ik UkU ***** toftoil* *1U y*» flsft 
atortHyT C«rt*l&iy sto fc*r* 1* mryUM. Msaur? U all It* ta»> 
«a4 4r«4f*i U jp w^ aa rt fe*re, aat t *ff*r *aa *» mm *S*% ttomr 

t« tor ar Uh af it i* irtewwM* 4l», if »®«* i ru*4 twmiii* 


fa* «; ttet X a«tar«4 a *yar*Jy taaal uK print* il&A tolaMta *,* 
me is mit* Itoaawrato. i ma « tot# » to*4 la I* %r tto 'aaUa§a 

aattorttlaa, e*4 a»i*ly itoy a*r* HrtU» *♦ It. * *Ma*t a4»ita tto» to *♦ «** 
tom *a a*y Mmmui. atottor |lft#tiUX ar aartlly, i airiaa* to ta »tM» 
<V, farttoltfc, wat mm ta maylaai* atora Oaato a U ata *r* r«ssr4*4 aa «al« 
atometora *M m mm tattora t« ateaa tfeaw dm 14** tally, tap aaxlma ymito« 
m*% tit a 4*1 to ry la tiki* atato la f» (km, «rt%* m tiuiatia *f 1 mHmmi». 
Simla tomlaatla*, tola* NM ta to »i»t tto OtoM M Mt llfc ttaattoa* art «**to»4 
la, i* m rttmm atiak u taita mkmm ta tto «Myl*M 1**» 


I aaata « toak *t*l**t NUlUtt at l«M m» *» l*W, Ml toaa to* 
itiwti ttoa at laaa* a itoaaato tiaa* *1 m«» ftor *•*» *# a» *a to watltl *»**4 
m*ta» to* ttoy to** •««* altar rl*Mt Mw toarlaaa l**» a*4 * tkito It U »*ry 
ta aaraaa torn. tto my to pm torn to** I* »at to jpa** Mto a«a*a# 
to* to ,£#* tom »to« to* atUy to*y am* 


Hr f#r tSkt * i**i !#**«. 


$t***r*lr totoa, 

t* In 


UT* Stot toraato Straat, 
Uttla awk, irauuMi. 
tor *ta. m». 


ta« tor* *•* «a#top*4 agr art^aal f** riln < 1* r*ar Uttar *f «M If*. 
*m 4 ttol y*a far ttot a« toll a* far tto yraaf r»» <i»* * »< **• aaara* af 
ttot flat* af latter* a*4 tol««rMM - ItoltolM! X*«r *«» yrataatiM Ktoltol UM 
!»••*«« «f «M toti-to4itl»« UU. 


to tort atur* tofara, tto to! »• itraat ttot tkla fla*4 af pr*t* 

FM*»to ra«a*#4 trm to* ao»ial* at OM a toMtol tt Oallac* t* «** 

aatoMtiaattoto ttot aawt It* 


tto iiteawt lawn *♦* to aa UUi k|U It «U aa* ^Mto all tt* 
aatoatwa tofara It.* to tto aaMrary, tola tortlm?* *aS*VKi aaaaMtaa a*aala«a 
af tto awaittaa, wm sat rayartto «M aato yatUa turtll aftor tto toflal*»ar« 


a 

Uai 414 
aatStia* 


a tto tot totota t«fwl ***» tto MU, It tot to aara I4aa 
tt ftota to4 tto* tmmi a*t a tost ttot »*U»|». tf It to« 
****** wi t toaa yraratoM tto y eaaaye af Ma MU, 


masking MU yrartot Ita 


it la affara* *gftis* 
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\— 

: •• " ' V_ 



/.%'vi :,*v. 



1 *#r*» *rtiX ye-* u «• all th* ya* *h* rallaala. umlf I 

tklak ye* AaaU hara laaerltal tha* »• rai-Ufca rathar thaa Tiawaa-lilM.* y«r 
** hi tteii iim *«Mi« ilartiiiri’ its |»1* thalr |tt jn Mfrtl ltNi»U»»l| 
low* Mn **d waat iat* yiaiaat aatlo* l* Vril ul mil Idasaaa, 
rtKf * 3 ^ # f an trial ta ro*a# a *#h 1* lyaeh »U Ui (#*«* &**%•* 

Ceatl^t* Ml y**r itlir umcUUi aba y»ti aal lili»ki*4 ft* «U*lj»Ui| ^lil» , “ 


lata e 


•T*% 

am, «»tl*i0S*»i» »•« 

jail fat\th*aa arLaaa. 


vm ih haw lmet«J iMk, thrl^hoiiara tad •than #1 thaa* aattra aadltlaa- 
Mflatil aal miUh^ »• 


Mr ull'MiltUi hilt aaraly m«M t« aafca It ftnilU ** aval than W 
wall brattl aal aaaltary yaaltwatlarlaa ittkci H !• la®* t*rf*fWU jalla. 4% 
waa a wi wri af > r al-laalan aal aaaitatiaa. aa yam way aaa. 


Taar l*t*ili<»*e* la Ut nliMt ta aato It yaaattl* far at ttla 
lata lata. U attowt the avails flat the ft*ht a«ela*t thaaa “OwapUy* faala* af 
aaawMwaalth JJ*lU«a. aal thalr aaaaaUtaa. la taaal aa *ela»le farmlaaUaa. <*!•* 
MW t# ha what they are-*“ * 


xaa aataally fcaaw ml the MkHl la a tralalag ilwl far taaalara #« 
raiiaallaa - a la»l iSSSTl far aatraralamiata. la faat. lal yet yaa a^ayyarl 
than. 


1 % la ta lartray Ul* aaat af lUal nu* SyMara” Hat the fUht 1# 
Wtaa - HHaaaafally - «*«*«. :*• hh fit* thw* *♦««• »ha rat »a thalr MlHaa - 

llh* that aa tt« eftlare* - laaa ul ■»! they ara tara.4 iar aal sryaaal. 


Ywa "write Mali yaalallata." Taa rlalaal# thalr atjaatlraa • 


itiaaa. 


Ta* 


ebjeetivaa. 


mmi tal*#nuM a«*Uat aat 1-mUUni aal yaa try ta kallttU thalr 


it la aa<* a HiafUai aaaraa that, daahtlaaa, hat aaatal yaa ha ta iar 
halwl la tha aha’a »U af ralleel eyapathltara la *»a *»l *** *»»*•* A ** j*®*lf 
ar arUflml atataanat that yw* *aa "m arratU aa aall.* 


. fella* awMhara al 1 J 
1 in «aall than aat af thair aat 


flat ara aat llkaly ta aallah *M 
Uttar ta aa. 


Oarllally ywmra. 



.••v*v 
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>a »&-J / X; ' ® • •' * 
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M S|tkH|A| U|df fft||-,| ( ||| in ■ *■ 

• --*** *««■*# * 


Wri 4M*?, (*&«$*& ApM&totf' kK tv* m*ta> 

t < « *«M* (ftftk* %r .». wi n» t)MMNf fc» (*•* 
Aft * * wft N »«ft»rf (fa* Mftrtft M 1m Kf*a* tHOW 
m +m. tain ***** (Mr Ifeatim* m unt««j»■«& 
» (ft M*v 

VM# <* tkr fw*r**»**i fiocy Mw a w l* * i*m o* <**»* 
m*** « fount*, nbmtmtir « ^iwkmm 
“■ ** *m m*tm. 

* ***** *t m **(**, m (Mr I*** wit 
H •*«** «rk<* (Mr ftoW-t. »*>»(. 

V tar * *m ft<. M m UftW »**} rf m^W « 

* f *ktM ft <*:* (M* *r* ftMoft wi i ** tur »ii>w l 

«W Mv *;* << »<**?*. ft ft pwt of 11* {**«:;«•» 

**»• Aw* MMt *« fW*-ft*«l ft* <ft* fM M tft> 
KM Wi ftlftu ft iknMwi tjfc* MW Mft*t k Pfffaif 
*> m *IV w I ,t Ik* Mk IMP* Mftft 

. ... MHaft'tMW. rw* » 

ftMrhffte. fey*A» ft M *»n M (Mi ft ftp win y Mi 

Or i nitfn * «M ft 4 i>Ky $ *** it * 

«>*>kyMU*« Or My wWM » *k « w><« 
f Wr i t ft ft Mwft ttw Mrk) |Mf>xw« r*iMk 

fk* ***( <*<"■< # Mk«l>4iM 

TV *w *** «Mr;ii WiNffW MW 1 

*♦ .rm'mt (ft «***■* * Vwk ftft* *»* 

«»li v>ft!*t#ttAiMWtU<n4 *M*kft* 

* *• fftftr h» ■**>*. w*> *at»fe» thft fth-» **Mft 

ftM *4 ft* t* ftftM 4kpt (ft* >fl ft*M tft Mft * 

4 *ft ft ***■ >'ft 4 «*'*iT VM W K**< * 

im ***** ift Alw. t&HM Awwt » m m- 

,> yM it* jUftiftiftift. t u r n imA )*k k tV—* *t »>m* 
k*< wf* <m *—* tt <*•*• i ftw A fn' ii ii p * 1 * ***** 
im ft fn* ft* T-fftftftft ft <'■«*** *■■***» ft. **• 

ViiiM WjsM. ft a» * ft» 

hut ft (ft y*c? <«ftft» (kry ftWftSA f» jW* W ( m fc ft 
(ft « M<fto tV 4m«ft ft* «**» !>**► #V«r ** 
iWnft lAMftft 

«* ky*r ft M *< r.ftk!* ftc Aftrftw >*•< ftrft, KV Aft 
lV» k ftW rft «ft*^ k fcftft »♦ 5V «M« A M* 

«»rttk» rftiftflM* »>ftM wftfttktftft**, M Iftk ft 

fttrt nvft V kftlftx# tftd iy Jftftftcir* ftMftrftkft 
<ft 4k * n» ft*t ftkft (j»T M ft A ft M ftft fti ry 
r* ft** if #** rft'iMr M*Or Mi iftM *6 

«ww Mint <M t’A Mt warn*# ii*m*f 
%m(«^< w\v tufoe** v t**m «w«ft« 
VrA ^ *«(**••» W ft f«w Aft* ifttift 

** ir*f ft]«Nft(ij«ft ♦>'>«• lift «Mt li ft* *m Mi 
rt+M# ♦* *ft»» 71 >n4 •IrfiW'jl * kftM Mftft 

c 5 * 4*0 Jr o*t Ami kMar ftMafttuft Jk» 
iMMt >4 Mk (ft* Am# ik 

<ft* *? (M> ftftft (ft «kr fttnm TlftV 

Atfvftkft (ft) (U Am Mft ll(Mirkft*1ftM vftt 

Ik* I I i ftA ft OftM t,i Aftft If fftr rftftMJ ftrftwx m *** #• 
&+«*t «ft M * J wmft k ftftrk (V ftaftft w a 1*4 

M» ftftXHIlft ft Ifti ft ft* *#» A* <kf li> ftrtA 

i V -Mf!M %M»' r *». * V **M >•(';., 

h M MM ( — M»ft lift 4ft Ml t W rtl .<ftdft 
«* **V> ftK> ft *»? Iks* ftNK ftft foJkft 
tto ?«<#(. «tkfftftt stfunH <«• » Mr nmirt 

M laiAMikiAnu frftk fft k ft M mm» am ftrtftT 

<* M WA<M kH * Mft 

M»% tm iAm* jury »«<* kfak Tift ftM4tn«Uf*V» 

**» ^ *** »*» «»tM MM- 

H M kft M« (ffaat M oftA •* riift 
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BKKKokaou to? up. 


*agazia«Ve;:titlc^'raat l-i po Silh Criminals, 1 
5/ ii. L. y ilencken, irs .? V;, v ; interesting article. 


B; 

by u* 

ar*J X note that i..r« Lonuteu refers to soa© 
stutxatice iron the livilon of Inveetigatiaci. 

I think it Kould bo ncil to Eend to la’. ^anckon 
a jc py of each of our r^iecses. I woiiid suggest 
tact & lettei be t.:'. -re: vex to ni\s, referring to 
hi? article, and iucuosiuj the releajos ©hich 
<ve h'.ve sent out f.*ou t.. ,c to tire. I think he 
si/ Jt ui be plv cei u^o.1 t; • x-dilcg list to receive 
future relentct. 

v.r: trulj- 7ours. 
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wv crime.aais Industry, overproduction has unpleasant 
* consequences, and from them we now suffer m the 
UnitedStates. Just how many crimmals are roving the 
cavnirr seeking whom they ss&y soat^h, stick up* or 
—bump off, I do not know and neither does any one «&«» 
but certainly the number goes far b*to»d* 

The frost pages of the newspaper* are t>!&ck with their 
felonious capers, and inside, os the edltoml pages, ^ere 
Is a constant boiling of the subject Nor w our native 
press alone is giving it ink. All over the world the news 
that people get from America today has to do mainly with 
murders, robberies, and kidnaping*. A 


■1 ,-fi 
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* The remedies have tended to fall into a few we| define^ 
classes. One class has the aim of taking the detection^ 
and prosecution of crime away from the states and hand- ; 
ing ft over to federal agents, apparently on the theory w 
that they are mope-enterprising and intelligent than Wrrjgi 
local cops, and sot so muds hampered by political «fe, 
t&nglemcnts and state hues. Another proposes that 
criminals (if, when, *ad as they are caught) be exposed 
in psyc hiatrists fo r psychoanalysis, and that those found ^ 
to b^mashussoRS fee quartered in comfortable hospital*- ^ 
MdreHucatlir k third urges that all Americans tot 


aoings. A few years ago it / istered, fingerprinted, and maybe even licensed, no 
waslBenry Ford that they thought of whenever their the cops will be able to put their hands ® taj one 


fs^cytorned this way, amf when they gotjti^d of Ford 


SSttSS ofThe gSds and goddess of HoBywo^, but 
aow they toink of Machine-Gun Kelly, the Tuohys, Pretty 
Boy Floyd, and XHSlifiger. 


At home this peat has naturally brought forth * ««»* 
good of remedies. Virtually every publicist m oractice 


among ss has token a hand, from presidents and gvvtr- 
mrs Sown to the editors of little county weeklies ^«sd the 
pastors of run-down churches behind the railroad trucks. 
The Brain Trust, led by the gifted Professor Raymond 
y, has grappled with it la a brave and free-hand maa^ 


Holey, 




*ey one 

moment’s notice. >-;• - - s 

A fourth seeks to distingutoh between professFonai^g 
criminals and chance amateurs, and urges that the latter; ^ 
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be kept m&y from tbe form#*, fo prevent t&em ft>*% 


••^35 
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learning their trade, A fifth favors reviving tb# whip- 
o*ng port; « sixth argues tor depertoiSoa to Atoska, the^; : ^ 
Virgin Islands, or Guam; * seventh ^ls tor a 
' religion; an eigMK advocated prohibiting the «*»<WS4b 
arms; a ninth fs for sterilization ; a tenth fs tor ;M 

V- After an this, I greatly fear that my owu remedy wffl :-^ 
v pound somewhat fechle. lt involves but^e change In the 

._r-at_t_ j 4t»* t« * (\ns_ Otoerwisft, it tSTOr^Z-^ 


rrappled with it In a brave and rree-nana man- pounu euiisewuai »» ^ ^ 
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L Httte as’adxmbaths, and criminals witt 

* V T)i S blame for the current terror, it seem* to me, is . 
-always laid at the wrong door. The poor cops are the 
common goats. When a conspicuous criminal ia at large, 
they are denounced for not taking him at once, and not 
uncommonly it is hinted that they are afraid to tackle 
him or have been bribed to let him go. But in nearly 
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every such case they have actually taken him already, not - 
once but half a dozen times. He ia not loose because they 
have failed but because the whole machinery of justice 
above them has failed—because it has fallen, in only too 
many American states, into the hands of incompetent, 
unfaithful, and only too often crooked men. He is loose 
because getting loose, with the grotesque system which 
now prevails among os, is at least twice as easy as staying 
in jail. • * 

.. Why are there so many more murders in the United 

- States than in any other civilized country? For the 

- obvious reason that killing a man is safer here than any- 
.where else oh earth. But is that because the cops do not 
do their duty ? Many Americans, I suppose, would answer 

j . yea, bat if so they would answer wrong. The returns of 
K& the United States Bureau of Investlgatkm/covering 596 
l;r.;America?nHflS, exhibit tBTp&ia facts. They show, that 
in all the cases of murder reported in 1938 arrests were 

- made in 80.5 per cent, and that in all the cases of man¬ 
slaughter they were made in 89.4 per cent. 

Certainly there is no sign of neglect of duty here. The 
cops go out at the risk of their lives and drag the scoun¬ 
drels in. Scores of them are killed at the business every 
year, and unnumbered hundreds are shot, mauled, and 
crippled. In the year 1932, according to the Bureau of 
the Census, there were 11,000 homicides in the United 
States, and during the same year, if we take the figures 
of the Bureau of Investigation, the cops arrested 9,000 
of the murderers." But of the 9,000 only 130 went to the 
gallows or the chair, and of the rest probably not more 
than a third even went to prison, 

** And how many, having got behind the bars, stayed 
there? The answer is to be found in another report of 
the Census Bureau. It shows that the normal prison 
population of the country is about 125,000, and that in an 
average year about 75,000 new prisoners are dressed in, 
and about the same number are turned loose. And how 
and why are they turned loose? A hundred or so, as I 
have just said, depart in coffins, executed for their crimes. 
A* thousand die from natural causes. Two thousand take 
French leave over the walk Twenty-five thousand, or 
only about one third, finish their sentences. All the rest, 
running to more than 40,000 in an average year, are par¬ 
doned, paroled, or “ otherwise released.” • . 


even examples of aifease lawyers who are 
and disdain to violate their oaths. But crftainly they 
are not numerous. The average Is precis Gw as I haw 
described it. The defense ia carried on without the 
slightest regard for either the law or the fs^s, and the 
prosecution is hardly more than a show put on for the 
newspapers. And on the bench sits an elderly vacuum 
who, having failed at the bar, now sweats and suffers on 
the bench, scarcely knowing what it is all about. 

In England a judge actually runs his court. If a shy¬ 
ster defending a criminal resorts to trickery and obfusca¬ 
tion he is hauled up at once, and if he persists he is as good 
as disbarred. And if a prosecuting officer, forgetting the 
solemnity of the inquiry before him, begins to strike atti¬ 
tudes and tear his hair, he is hauled up just as quickly, 
and thereafter he prosecutes no more. An English judge 
is supposed to know the law, and he does know it. There 
is no way to deceive him, and there is no way to intimi¬ 
date him. He makes up his mind without delay, he sees 
that hia orders are obeyed instantly, and it ia seldom that 
his judgments are upset on appeal. - - 




|N the United States a criminal trial is a tin-pot mala- 


If. 


npWO things are responsible for this wholesale and intol- 
* enable cheating of justice. The first and foremost is 
the chaotic state of legal procedure in the United States— 
not of law, mind you, but of mere procedure. The law is 
everywhere sufficient to deal with every kind of serious 
crime. In forty of the forty-eight states the punishment 
for deliberate murder is death, and in all there are severe 
penalties for the lesser crimes of violence. If these laws 
were enforced’for a year at least 2.000 murderers would 
go to the gallows instead of 130. But they are nowhere 
enforced adequately, and in many states scarcely at alL 
What stands ia the way of their execution is simply Hie 
almost Incredible imbecility and lack of conscience of so 
many American judges and lawyers. A murder trial In 
most states is no longer an orderly effort to discover the 
guilty man and bring him to punishment. It is, instead, 
a gaudy public combat between two gangs of prima- 
dosna lawyers, with a decayed ex-lawyer on. the bench to 
act as referee. Aa likely as not the chief lawyer for the 
defense is a professional jury fixer, with no more respect 
for the law than the prisoner in the dock.. And almost 
. " ' ** is a political. 


certainly the chief lawyer for the prosecution is 
• hack seeking publicity, and hopeful of higher office.’. 
There are, of course,* exceptions fa both directions. We 


drama while it is going on, and before and after it there 
are almost endless delays, -It takes an average of at-^jnt 
least a year to bring a well heeled criminal to trial, 
after he is convicted it takes another year, and maybe - 
even two or three, to get him into jail, even though hia 
guilt may be gross and glaring. Back in 1931 a rich 
Southern politician, banker, and general rogue was put 
in the dock in North Carolina for a series of swindles, 
and by some accident was promptly convicted. But it 
was May, 1934, before he was actually behind the bars. 
During the same year of 1931 a rich crook of the same 
kidney was brought to trial in England. He was arraigned 
on July 20, convicted on July 31, and jailed on August 31, 
and in jail he remained until the end of his term. 

How can any one argue that the American system is 
rational, or that it serves the ends of justice? By the 
time the criminal comes to trial half the witnesses against 
him have disappeared, and before he gets into jail the 
rest are dying of old age. And once he is behind the bars, ' • 
if he ever arrives there, it is at least two to one that he • 
will be out again before his term has expired. 

The blame for all this rests squarely upon the bench 
and bar of the country. Half the delays in justice among 
us are due to the failure of lawyers to show a reasonable 
professional conscience, and the other half are due to 
the failure of judges to bring them to book. There are 
so many shysters ift practice everywhere that even decent 
lawyers must resort to dodges in order to get an even 
break. And there is so much incompetence on the bench 
that the central object of all criminal law, to bring evil¬ 
doers to punishment, ia allowed to be forgotten, and a 
prosecution becomes no more than a preliminary to a long 
and scandalous conspiracy to cheat justice. . - —— 

Under cover of this wholesale failure there is lush 
opportunity for the quacks and sentimentalists who re¬ 
gard all criminals as poor unfortunates who ought to be 
coddled Instead of punished. We have a great swarm of 
such professors in the United States, and they are chiefly 
responsible for the fact that the odds against a felon stay¬ 
ing in prison, once he ever gets there, are lengthening. 
They whoop up various complicated and improbable 
theories about the causes and nature of crime, some ©f 
them political, some economic, and some alleged to be 
medical; but all of those theories resolve themselves into 
the doctrine that a criminal deserves sympathy rather 
than detestation, and that it is somehow disgraceful to 
believe that he should be punished. , 

In this doctrine I can discover nothing save hooey. It 
is against human nature and it is against common sense. 
When a bold and atrocious crime has been committed nor¬ 
mal people are ndt interested in hearing a long discourse . 
on the criminal'/psychology, couched in muddy, pseudo¬ 
scientific language; what they are interested in is he&r- 


**- fag that he has been prompt? and adequately punished. 
«. .. And by adequate they do not mean merely sufficient to 
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• ©oct w tsiiiosi idth Mr* 

AwTlldtuS' Mi i^Tnr* expecting **. 8* ^•■eac^>^^1 

tide Aftersooft end Uet X vcnld like »«ty Muck fax the'; g 1 

Attorney Oenerel to eee Me else. Br. Stanley agreed 
would he nice far the Attorney Qeaerel to eee 

end he 

errieedU. 
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%EGORDED Kr. H * Ken eke n, 

• 704 Cathedral Street, 
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Baltimore, Meryland. 

■<$£ ••■•••/ *•■"' ■ * • • 

|v.|p- ; - I ,j Dear Mr. Mencken: 

/ • I have been away from the city and auat t **. -.,*?• 

^/ apologize for my delay in answering your letter of 

December 19, 1935. It is indeed gratifying to *7» •_’ 

learn that the publication entitled "FBI Civil 
Identification" proved to be of interest to you. 


■■ m , 



“ T >: 


As suggested by you, I am pleased to 
advise that you have my permission to use any pert * 
of the pamphlet in the Evening Sun. 


. . 

V ■■<■■•: "->.y .i. v ' 
• ,• #;-■■ ”.-; •* •.• ’•■t i 

■*. .. ' s>... V'. '. >• . 


Vn! 


It pleases me very much to learn that you 
# plan to visit the Bureau and have your fingerprints 
taken for inclusion in the Civil Identification 
pi— - • . files. If you wish arrangements will be made for • 

~~ •*• •'•• you to take a tour of our various facilities while 
' here. ' * ' " ■/*. ‘ 

% jjgfe;? : ' •.... . . .. ; 

Asauring you of my very best wishes for 

-t 








w happy and prosperous New Year, I cm ^ 

.. - __^ A. — J ."■ . w . A" ■. - j 
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.J. Edgar Hoover ' * 
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Airtl 23 , 1936. 
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CO’.Tir^.'TI/iL 


Mr. J. bdf,ar Hoover, 
director, . 

Federal Bureau of Inver*tigation, 
Waekingion, E.C, 


• 4 , 


•;.♦ ".'k- ■%* 


. :-v ■* ffi: 

v 1 '-'T* ■*. 
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On TueccV, right, A-, r .ll 21, W, I not Hr.Hergeakelaer '£ 
at the Carlton Hots! and • e hue dinner together curing T.hleh h® • ■ 7; 
c.Xwrei-. 3 ad a d -?;dr*. to ;« not you. 3 . • *J$’ { :\ 

•; /' $; : - 

I coauojjtc-ted the follov in<i aomin,; with :lr. C.E* 

Klc Ink a uf of your Offlca and was inter advised by ..hia that 
would to very *;lnd to see Sr, Hurgeohoiner at 3*00 Friday/ 

April <Ur} 19; C, 1 tuen jot In touch with Mr. lierjeohoiser and :a&t■ 
tua-of the date r.rd hour of the appointment. ' ; ; /l n Zy 

*. ".•? ' ** *;-V * 

Burl nr: try convoroation with 45, Hergeuhe.kjer, .he spoke.. 4 ; ^n§lv 
:uor;t uglily oi the director uni of the eceo.-, fLish.Twait£> of the'* , d'V '• t’fjVi ' x 
PcderrJ Bureau of Investigation -Mid stated that so.-wtiae firing Ms 
thr^o vecks* sojourn If. Washington ho doslruci to see some .‘of the g ."' 1 

ex i.lflts nnci activities of the Bureau. Ho uln.> mentioned that dus>. oi'" 
inj the next throe \ coke, Hr. H. LPjsfi&m. of ri-ltd'iore.Ker’land :■ 

would visit hio in Peehington. ' "'■: f,\TL * .> 

•‘ .V'4'JX^. • 

I do not know vbother you have uet 4r.fJunekcn or that • ■ : 'Vv^h ‘ 

Iso '.m* boon on a tour of the Bureau w , if you so tosirc Mien I 
*&eo i.’r. ila.nkcn, I shall bo very tiled tJ extend hirs an invitatidh*^v^t'i-' 

; I know you HU- bo interested v learn 'that'-whllh 

— . . « — . i - , Jfc '&gii&AL. 
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. Deer Mr»• THojapson: - f ■ 

; * ..‘4 <;T^V2jfc£lV 

Thrnk you very much indeed for your letter of April ZZitiT' “ '■ { 

/ cone^-rnin^ the visit <?? Mr, ' r oph she iroer to Washington • /. .•/ "'■■ -*■ 

on Tuesday next. -■• . * f - f. 'iXiilKk** 





I also note your refprance to Kr; ' Mencken 
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, Director. -‘ . 
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Sr. S. LP*enek« ‘ 

1524 tolllns Street - 
Baltimore, Strylsad ~ . .-. T; ^ ; 

Dear Sr* l«ck«l -.. > v -•' 

£ eras »«f fU4 indeed to receive * oopjr •'' j‘‘ *-W~ 

©f ywr article entitled r*ii©f lections on ttoaiclde,* v^jAW: 
which •ppetred is thsgoeltlBore Sub for June 4, 1939* 

.• i 

lour keen analysis of this topic Indicates 
• clear «nd«r*tandlng of thle particular phase of 
grise, end Z sa sure that your readers enjoyed your 
discussion, • ,.. ls ....... . y. 




; v 

( » * - ,w •»& *'•■ \ •f-i-'.t 1 .• — 




4-Ui 

?jrV? ^ 


: f, v .' 


With beet wishes and kind regards, 

' Sincerely jours. 


'f , * - ••••’"; • ' • - -Tl* - 1' / * ■' 


A. 

~ r* 


Sdgar Eoover 


* 1S& ?*.- "• - 
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r* • -. A . .'4 >.* ^ -C. \ - - * * . 






































V* 

ar- 


SSj'fe'.' 

2 fe 2 ^ 

SS<V : . 


ip 


ssjf • 
*$x 




P '#3 


fe |i{ 

j7.?-5 ST- V » 

tfo fv- •: 
ivv s »4 

#1 l.« 


k : -."L 

gfe? .*$&£ 

e. : : r.^ 


t 4.4 

*S T 4 


III 

PP 

Rfe. y Vs 

m fef 

tm 





3L~ 

m ■ 

9- 




*K 

-1 


1 : 



sair ^'JXJCXfZSmSSZSm. 


;^Vv-T“'v*.;r 
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•—< w -«* ^4*0 •• 2 ; A. .l. Z encJten 

t-Mr,h appeared in June 4, If,3£? issue o f the 
la.2tir.ore Sun, r* r ers to the sentencing 
o f' Aurelio ld~rco Tarcuinio "u>o had killed 
an- a-arte red t'c rirl of »■ir drccr.r” ~n J 
reflects that "our categories of homicide 
are a note: t and hence rare or less archaic. M 
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Reflections On Homicide 


By H. L. MENCKEN 


V*OT many pe*fff« will object to lh* 
* * sentence passed on the Hon, Alto llo 
Marco Tarqumo a week. or so 
by three learned jurists in ii« 
Criminal Court. There v.-as pi-.-vy of 
room in the i,v** to save hit" frum too 
gallows, and there was even mote 
room in common sente, it was clcariy 
cstahiislicd that he had killed and 


Tee Fact that the Hen, Mr, Tor- M'd drop an anonymous 
ejuinic. as his shl* counsel suggested, j pnliee in every such o 
"w»iT"i"person of low! mentality** was ! 'him to dig up the carcass 
^iT.ct^vL in Use'to save iV 4f> 



& submit • 

chemists. But -we do that onlf ; 
hint fr un V...-K' Brady's lethal engw fairly ‘I have dene it myteifnc met*^ 
ns ft. Ik**** who have the kind of than half» dozen time** forty years), 


'tr, NIWMIiuo 

Mr. E, 

Mr, C5*«S..~*** 
lit. fo-SW 

T tr, Orewl... 

Mr. r-sm. < 
ffr, ffoxworih ■ 
Mr, Ctorio 

S*r. Red*.-- 

Mr, . 

*jt. 

•dr. : 
fit. fcw'.ou ».** 
fir. Tracy **«., 1 
'.Ur Cwody—-• 



scarcely 


' i low tjsvi'.tftliy which impels them to , simply because we are well aware that 
reckless ettiider are too dangerous in t the deceased, if h* was actually 
be \Ho ccd at large, and society is * bumped off, deserved it Its equity II 
quartered the girl o! his dreams, hut , v;th; „ jtt fichu when U cut* i not in law. and that his sxltas in-t 

it was also established that the prov- ^ ^ ^ „ A eh , ap slvj . vo!vcd no pnnderaHe loss to the world. 

sanitary mean* of getting rid of them. —■ a y *■ 

But even * man of reasonably high T» Qutsw** aate the human valts* 
men* nil's*. led by so abandoned a * ’-1 'he Mon- Mr. Tan«i»S<»’* * at * »<** 
(••(>ncb rs 1.1 R might hrve hem i kid not enter into his trial, for it could 
See.;>ied .rtv-.'istiidy to knock her in , pot be fetched in by our rules of law. 
♦h* iieid, thOttih Hot, ipeiitaps, to We assume officially that #U' ctiitens j 
ervvard. j thnt to r.;er,tibn aiiensl are of prt- J 

cisely equal value, and that killing 


oca; ion was an alinm-t irresistible one 
to what his attorney described frankly : 
as “a person of low mentality,” More¬ 
over. it .was-proved up to the h< : t. t» * 
sort of side effect fir <• »>le,” c .fit. in. that 
the lady wn» not only a private: ne t 
but alsri a public a>,i. e.icc, apt! Shirt 
her butchery was Iritis h;,i,11 y a.-.ii* 
social in any rational retire. shsuch 
it was a ssempanied tm<vic.t>«r.<b,y • 
by a very grave kind of •.U'n.-.'crty 
condflct. 

Otr categories of homicide are 
ancient, and hence more or less 
archlie, They make it she same trim-*, 
precisely, foe an otherwise virtuous 
Wife to ft-ison e drunken ,<r.d brutal 
husband and for it professional fcaidit 
to assa-sinaic an fane-tent stranger. To 
be ststt, judges and juries iisyafiy 
manage In disbngubb effectively Uc- 
tween the two offenses, but not 
always, if the wife commonly' escapes 
the deMhlmuse, then so, very wfl 
does the bandit, and by the JS« of 
casuistry invented to save in* wife. 
What is needed is a sharp du-tfaction 


* s. ? 


r.rc>t-' p "t i '<* r<*r i» 

y * <t the h^»r^‘ ,■■*-- -.. , 

iiwwrWe »tttlt element of planH-i one it the »»me 4ri«» »* klllfagan- 
; UuL d thus iSr^nrtVdeservdti'. »“* lhM 

' c:;p,!ts.i pimhhmcnt. They are ea-,wi- ennucl-., is nonseilsical, ana popular 
i ',;>!!> private affairs, with no appierl- opinion rejects it as such, wb»t*v*r - 
able rfleets u; xm the public safety, its dignity in law. It, while the U»ei 
Yhcy >rj#- drasBCd into the entegory of Mr. DiHinger was Mill »liv#, l h*d 
tw-ftous crime only by the legal fiction 1 sncabt J upon him from the rear and ] 
that any sueniet t-.jwn k subject is; shot him through the head, no one in 
« « ( ton the King. They i his right senss* would have «4y0cet«J j 

shoidd be iar, fired inio, of course, if j hanging me, though I'd have been M 


:•< . * 

y •. 


on}--- to eslaV.i-h their privst* char- 


5 gwltj' of mtiruer In the fitrf ’ 

i dcL"ce as Dillinger himself w»*- 
i In the day* when there was •, 
1 * esttlenc* of constructis*e criticism tn 
' the country l once suecumbed to U 
I tr. -self long cnouch to sugsest that thi* , 
1 ,-erv sensible altitude be adopted by 


the law—that •*. 5h *t » person accused; 
of crime against the person be per-j 


hot once it is determined the 
j !„.v shouhi coot oiT ccttHrlecablv*, and 
craw treating the perpetrator as * 
j common criminal. 

Very few women make away with 
| ti.cir husbands without perfectly srnmd , 
rcjumns, si fficmnt in their own sight 

between murders that are deliberate I: *''* 1,5-41 ^ ,u0 ' 1 “Ruble persnns. | — - aWseterW hi*’ 

. . . , . , ... 1 Hu rarer when they are detected and ! mittfd to plead tb* eharscteriot «»*- 

but nevertncles* have some plausibic ;; , ’ ■? aeu.tea am ; » r 1 J h nmr ■ 

, , . . , , ,, . t- hrnuKb' to heel, that they suffer 1 ),* ■ i vieti-n, U is annas m course, even now, 

support in logic, and murder* that are *, , , w * >ul1 ” u, >- - i V , , ,, jL , 

. | ttiii punishment of the atrocious crime - but tr.iy by tn dtree!wn .,?w 

(I that they are assumed in theory tn tfag |ound the rules of evidem 
h.ive cotnis-ifictf. jitdpcs and juries arc 

jurist, amx suggested that no homicide |{ * ,lrh « ot bfes "' w «*, 

b* cias.-cd as murder in tbe hrai degree :; JS * woman, bu. because they , 

which one coolrf imagine an ordinarily *’ ” Ct r ‘ rf of ,h « th#t 

rrp«Ui>l« ttwtet-- [i *' i‘ < of excise for nhatshe efid. 

the circumstances. He did not prnpn.se 1 n ™ 1 in ar >y even* ‘befe wsj no 

that such slayings he grouped with j f,ui ,c ,u ** w ***>**&• 
justifiable or eactwahie homicides, I Certainly every man of wordiy ex- 


pureix grfctyltoiiS Vjdo'is* 

The Jiidtfe T’^ilcHrk ri;nism}»ft, j i 

ot Sts*UU;» \V.tsh. T s Ih^hlv iijki-iJtttCiit 


Na 


tg-32Vf 

• J R‘- .*• 

■ * 1 -t 

.:* 


which wnulrf relieve tliem of all j pcricnce must recall instances wls*n, 
pun'ethmenf: he simply ads'ceated pa»- | J * ^be ohaequie* of *n aequaln'onee, 
tin* 
own 


them into * caiec-iry of thcrrTr^**-^® taught ♦ glint in the w:dyw a 


with pen*ities taking account of 
thei{ relative veniailty, and never in¬ 
cluding death. 


eye which suggested triumph rather 
than grief. Perhaps if we were ideal 
citiecn* of an ideal common wen I th 


mail accused of murder would be per¬ 
mitted to argue in open court that 
killing the deceased was a public serv¬ 
ice, In the gory Prohibit,on er» gun- 1 
men were often found guilty of mur¬ 
der in the first degree, and even- 
hanged, fw dispatching other gunrasagj 
What I had especially in mind, at' 
the time 1 made my suggestion,. was 
the case of incompetent,' corrupt 'and 
anti-social public sfSid nls. Getting rid 
'of them by strictly legsl tneansj *s 
everyone knows, is a tedious and ss— • ■.' t ^ 
jurAsive process. Consider, for e.tascpk. ‘ ‘ 


f -j, - 



.-•ei *• 1 . 








































a fudge who pollute* and disgraces j 
the iwnchjjy }?>•.« iciiora-soe of ite t 
!<t\»r''Ky""vio!ent preps-iex- j 
cesehve booring- As Ihiiifr? stand, the i 
only way to fetch him i* by impeach- | 

| merit, which takes * lot of time, carries j 
no sortiusie per 2 liter, <{oc* not com- | 

, -iensate '.he aggrieved, and is •■'cry j 
likely to desencfit* Into a jsol.ikaJ j 
bt-/Toor>ery, ■ 

m w r) , ■ i w 

jSr rspfp**t v.-.i* *Iwt any reputable 
c;ti'C7t v- io <hs.* pub»io Oitt- 

i-n^s i : ifck'ti v *> enter Ihp r>fjending 
jurist's Ci>uri» j-uil birn from the bciicta 
jsnfj c?V45 his** * good bfifiiiog. o? fwn 
jiljt h.j* u‘o*t;vir?. should be allowed t& 
XoCJifi'f/yMic tor.v^iencc attd necessity 
in tnitJKation of pansihmeot <** In 
rtfh*r words, rtwt thf jury should ttm* 
sHcf the < 'ir' | ir:rs debris sod lh<* nub* 
it ;h(r-:»wt it> dtf it rjoiieiup ihe degree, j 
\ it an>\ >f t' > r i!pfit*s -crr:w$ % j 
f Tj> *' c j tdsff SUCC^TT.hfd Ift ll t ; 

j { h**' jury d' chtetl on •. its j 

• oft&V 4‘iat *>*ctK-y W9$ wool rid df hfTO, ' 

! tools a^irilaM would h* turned * 
i too«opt finer. or, »t rr,r><K fined a few '• 

, do.htA for constructive contempt of J 
t court In ca*s the jury decided that j 
: the jioT’f* cteccrvcd to bo beaten up 
: Uv not kitted, then the r<*n^hy wmiIS 

he fixed by .subtracting that for *wuilt j 
ff'5n Thi^t fa.* nrirder. And n case the j 
viry rontl k 'drd thit Ui« Kanoe wa* 
innocent serf his dc*vh a public 
rar*mi y. <T. rt ,a t he arf' rvM. wot s id be j 
hke a ny Mher ♦nyrd^rcr^ ! 

I argued for this scheme with some 
clotpu^ncc, hut whfrft fnends tear nod 
in 1,w informed me that it was 
hooey 1 abandoned «i» and no ono else 
| has ever revived it, Jgcverthclcss« 1 j 
j still think it had some merit, if only j 
\ because is. introduced lb* concept of j 
i Ml public loss or (fem»6« into the. 1 
metaphysie of the ersrr.mal taw. As 
(bins* stood, *’sai taw is supposed 
to be coldly impartial, hot it is, in 
fuel, rtraced grntercitiely partial. It 
greet,** together in one rigid category 
Seis that have no more in common 
than itan»iri»:sin* a vai'jabtc thorough- 
biff! am! settitrg * Irap fxf a tae ll 
assumes birotieaily tiiat '.i jc rixstvateb 
i nf ■ itrefnl, impeccable and hails* 
i pens-' > ettirerj i* no more damacinjj 
to IH » ccm.m af) welfare than the dis¬ 
patch of * radio eraor.**!' «'ffT?re- 
cropper or * member of th* L*cis- 
Uturw _ 


















H.Lf.MENCKEN 
1524 HOLLINS ST. 
BALTI MORE. 





February 10, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


I am engaged at the moment upon a somewhat elaborate 
supplement to my old book, ,f Xhe American Language, R and I hope 
to get into it a great deal of accumulated material atbout words ■ " v 
anu speechways that have arisen since my last edition. In ‘ i " 

particular, I’d like to nave a really accurate note on the 
term G-man . Do you happen to know where and by whom it was 
invented, and at what time precisely? Also, what is its ■ - f 

derivation, and is it used officially? 

My most abject apologies for bothering a busy man - c 
with such questions. It occurs to me that somebody in your 4 » 

office may be able to answer. G- man is occasionally discussed t v* .■ 
in the newspapers, but always without any show of authority. ' v 

„ 3 a.3 •s v ; 



Sincerely yours. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 


<*>■? 


H.L, MENCKEN 
15 a -4- HOLLINS ST. 
BALTIMORE. 


♦v. t.-vA? 


March 6, 1944. 


My very best thanks. You tell me precisely what 
I wanted to know, and I’ll certainly make.a note of it in 
my book, and with due credit. 

I seize the opportunity to hope that you are in 
the best of health and spirits. As for me, I am making 
very^ fair progress with my book, despite the advance of age, 
and hope to finish it by the end of the year. My best 
thanks again. 


^•A> , 

^:-.\t- * 1 


Sincerely yours. 
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